Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #29
               *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ty & Lana Shoop; *Mandy Stough, (June Gelnett’s granddaughter); *Betty Feger, (Peggy Berra’s cousin); Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Mike Miller & Dee Hansen; Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; J. S. Miller, (Hospital,  Gary/Carol Millers’ sister)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                          [image: image1.emf]


                                  July 24, 2022
     Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Pastor Ron Reitz - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker
 Marie Herb, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
July 24, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Sue Faust                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  We gather today to worship our loving God.
P:  We bring the burdens of the week.
L:  We bring prayers of hope, and prayers of anguish,
P:  We bring our voices, and our offerings, and our questions.
L:  We bring our faith, tattered or whole as it may be.
P:  We bring all this to each other and to God during worship today.
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -          “Blessed Be the Name”            Page 103
*Invocation                                                           Liturgist                
Loving God, we come to worship today because we love you, because we want to love you more, to know you more. We come to worship needing love and forgiveness in our lives: for family, friends, strangers, enemies. In this hour of worship, touch our hearts, fill our hearts, and open our hearts and minds to your love which passes all understanding. Speak to us in word and melody and quiet, that we may be renewed in spirit and strengthened by this time of worship to do your will and to serve you. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Sermon Test:*Psalm 91:1-16   (Responsively)  (See Insert) Liturgist
O. Testament:  Psalm 34:11-14              (See Insert)  Doris Hand
Hymn -                    “Trusting Jesus”                    Page 355                     
N. T.: *Sermon Text:  Mark 11:19-24             (See Insert)  Ed Dobbin
Message:            “Trust God and Relax”       Pastor Ron Reitz
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Liturgist
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -    “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”          Page 354
*Benediction                                                        Liturgist
Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there. God has a purpose in your being right where you are. Christ, who dwells in you by the power of his Spirit, wants to do something in and through you. Believe this and go in his grace, his love, his power. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

   
*Extinguishing of candles

  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Liturgist
 Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

 “Go now in peace.”                                                  Liturgist


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 24th the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Ron Reitz for worshipping with us and being our Guest Speaker with us today July 24th! 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                               CHURCH CALENDAR 
            
July 24 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker
July 31 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Pastor Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Aug.  7 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Speaker to be announced

              Congregational Meeting following Worship service

LAY READERS: July 24 - Doris Hand, Ed Dobbin; July 31 -Theresa Miller, Ed Berra; Aug. 7 - Dave Novinger, Diane Shaffer; Aug. 14 - Sue Faust, Gerry Wiest.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale Friday August 12th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) and Saturday Aug. 13th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) will be held at the HALIFAX AREA HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA. Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  Deadline for donations is Monday, August 8. 

Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC, Halifax Area High School, Middle School, Elementary School offices. Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc (Aug. 5, Aug. 15), sort clothing now thru Aug. 11th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 12th and 13th.    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from beginning of August until after the yard sale.)We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”.  If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 91:1-16 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High
    will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2 This I declare about the Lord:
He alone is my refuge, my place of safety;
    he is my God, and I trust him.
3 For he will rescue you from every trap
    and protect you from deadly disease.
4 He will cover you with his feathers.
    He will shelter you with his wings.
    His faithful promises are your armor and protection.
5 Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night,
    nor the arrow that flies in the day.
6 Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,
    nor the disaster that strikes at midday.
7 Though a thousand fall at your side,
    though ten thousand are dying around you,
    these evils will not touch you.
8 Just open your eyes,
    and see how the wicked are punished.
9 If you make the Lord your refuge,
    if you make the Most High your shelter,
10 no evil will conquer you;
    no plague will come near your home.
11 For he will order his angels
    to protect you wherever you go.
12 They will hold you up with their hands
    so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.
13 You will trample upon lions and cobras;
    you will crush fierce lions and serpents under your feet!
14 The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me.
    I will protect those who trust in my name.
15 When they call on me, I will answer;
    I will be with them in trouble.
    I will rescue and honor them.
16 I will reward them with a long life
    and give them my salvation.”   
2ND Reading - Old Testament - Psalm 34:11-14   (NLT)
11 Come, my children, and listen to me,
    and I will teach you to fear the Lord.
12 Does anyone want to live a life
    that is long and prosperous?
13 Then keep your tongue from speaking evil
    and your lips from telling lies!
14 Turn away from evil and do good.
    Search for peace, and work to maintain it.
3RD Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Mark 11:19-24 (NLT)
19 That evening Jesus and the disciples left the city. 20 The next morning as they passed by the fig tree he had cursed, the disciples noticed it had withered from the roots up. 21 Peter remembered what Jesus had said to the tree on the previous day and exclaimed, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree you cursed has withered and died!” 
22 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. 23 I tell you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart. 24 I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours.
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GUEST SPEAKERS;
    July 24 - Pastor Ron Reitz

    July 31 - Pastor Kristine Heckard

Attendance: 
In-person worship for July 17 was 39. 
Face book views for July 17 as of July 20 were 34.
Face Book views for July 10 as of July 20 were 41.

SORT CLOTHING: If anyone can spare an hour or more and wants to help sort clothing, you can come to the church now thru Aug. 4th to help sort during office hours (10am-3pm) during the week and also help sort clothing at Halifax H. S.  Cafeteria beginning Aug. 8th to Aug. 11th. 
1st Hymn: “Blessed Be the Name” (Page 103 Red Hymnal)

Ralph E. Hudson | William H. Clark  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 191839  CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  All praise to Him who reigns above
In majesty supreme
Who gave His Son for man to die
That He might man redeem
Chorus   Blessed be the name
Blessed be the name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be the name
Blessed be the name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Verse 2  His name above all names shall stand
Exalted more and more
At God the Father's own right hand
Where angel hosts adore (Chorus)
Verse 3   Redeemer Savior Friend of man
Once ruined by the fall
Thou hast devised salvation's plan
For Thou hast died for all (Chorus)
Verse 4   His name shall be the Counselor
The mighty Prince of Peace
Of all earth's kingdoms Conqueror
Whose reign shall never cease (Chorus)
(3rd verse is not in our hymnbook)
Link for “Blessed Be the Name”    (Pg. 103)
https://youtu.be/KTfgk_K_5II?t=1 
https://youtu.be/t2qZQZ3dR_w?t=1 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: July 24 - Sharon Fetterhoff; July 31 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Aug. 7- Bob Endy; Aug. 14 - Donna Novinger.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

History of Hymn: “Blessed Be the Name” 
     A song which echoes this statement of praise to God made by Job is "Blessed Be The Name" (cf. #134 in Sacred Selections for the Church). The text was written by William H. Clark (1854-1925). No information about this individual can be found other than that he lived and worked primarily in the late nineteenth century.  The song may date from 1888 but its first documented appearance was in the 1891 Hymns of the Christian Life compiled by R. Kelso Carter and A. B. Simpson. The refrain seems to be one of those "wandering choruses" of camp meeting origin which was often appended to many different sets of words. The present arrangement appears to be the work of Ralph Erskine Hudson (1843-1901). He used it in his Songs for the Ransomed of 1887, possibly being the composer or more likely the arranger.
     The tune (Blessed Name) is often identified as a folk hymn. It appears to be derived from a melody by English minister and church musician William Henry Havergal (1793-1870). The original dates to around 1846 or 1847. It was adapted by Hudson in his 1887 Songs for the Ransomed for use with Charles Wesley’s 1739 hymn "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing." The present arrangement was made for Clark’s text by William James Kirkpatrick (1838-1921). The song was copyrighted in 1888 and first published in Carter and Simpson’s 1891 Hymns of the Christian’s Life.   

      The refrain uses words spoken by Job and recorded in the book entitled with his name to express praise to the Lord-both God the Father who planned this great redemption, and His Son Jesus Christ who carried it out. 

      The actual phrase, “Blessed be the name of the Lord” is found in the Bible three times (KJV, NKJV, NRSV). In Job 1:21, Psalm 113:1-2, Daniel 2:19-20. To these may be added many variations such as: “Blessed be the Lord” (Psalm 41:13), and “Bless the Lord” (Psalm 103.:1). The Hebrew word translated “blessed” or “bless” is barak. It means to kneel (as in reverent submission before a sovereign,) or to offer praise. “Blessed be the Lord (Psalm 41:13); “Bless the Lord” (Psalm 103.1) are found in KJV, NKJV, NRSV.
Link to hymn “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”

https://youtu.be/VJQ-d0kJiaU?t=1 

https://youtu.be/8QPUeg9KLok?t=1 (with singing)

2nd Hymn:  “Trusting Jesus” (Page 355 Red Hymnal) 

Edgar Page Stites | Ira David Sankey Public Domain

CCLI Song # 22537 CLI License # 2572107

Chorus   Trusting as the moments fly
Trusting as the days go by
Trusting Him whate'er befall
Trusting Jesus that is all

Verse 1   Simply trusting every day
Trusting through a stormy way
Even when my faith is small
Trusting Jesus that is all         Chorus
Verse 2    Brightly doth His Spirit shine
Into this poor heart of mine
While He leads I cannot fall
Trusting Jesus that is all          Chorus
Verse 3     Singing if my way is clear
Praying if the path be drear
If in danger for Him call
Trusting Jesus that is all           Chorus
Verse 4     Trusting Him while life shall last
Trusting Him till earth be past
Till within the jasper wall
Trusting Jesus that is all           Chorus
Link for Hymn: “Trusting Jesus”  Pg 355
https://youtu.be/O_fIDi7UqiQ?t=2 

https://youtu.be/3DaXCo9mZ7U?t=2 

https://youtu.be/wXS_45FH0rc?t=2 

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

3rd Hymn: “Leaning On the Everlasting Arms” (Page 354 Red Hymnal)

Anthony Johnson Showalter | Elisha Albright Hoffman  Public Domain
CCLI Song # 31779 CCLI License # 2572107
Chorus  Leaning (leaning on Jesus)
Leaning (leaning on Jesus)
Safe and secure from all alarms
Leaning (leaning on Jesus)
Leaning (leaning on Jesus)
Leaning on the everlasting arms
Verse 1  What a fellowship what a joy divine
Leaning on the everlasting arms
What a blessedness what a peace is mine
Leaning on the everlasting arms                Chorus
Verse 2    O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way
Leaning on the everlasting arms
O how bright the path grows from day to day
Leaning on the everlasting arms                 Chorus
Verse 3    What have I to dread what have I to fear
Leaning on the everlasting arms
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near
Leaning on the everlasting arms        
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand          Chorus

History of Hymn: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”  (Pg. 354)
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” is a hymn published in 1887 with music by Anthony J. Showalter and lyrics by Showalter and Elisha Hoffman. Showalter was leading a singing school in an Alabama church and said that he received letters from two of his former pupils saying that their wives had died. When writing letters of consolation, Showalter was inspired by the phrase in the Book of Deuteronomy 33:27, "The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms …”     He pondered the words of that verse as he penned them into the letters, and the lyrics of the chorus of Leaning on the Everlasting Arms came to his mind. He wrote to his friend, Elisha Hoffman, explaining that he had a chorus, but no verses. Mr. Hoffman wrote back with the rest of the words of this famous hymn.   Sam Duncan, a student and nephew of Mr. Showalter, was given the class assignment to write the tune for this poem. The piece was published under his uncle's name in the book Glad Evangel for Revival, Camp and Evangelistic Meeting Hymnal
History of Hymn: “Trusting Jesus” (Pg 355)
Edgar Page Stites, (born Mar. 22, 1836, died Jan. 9, 1921) who wrote the lyrics of hymn “Trusting Jesus”, was known for many years as an obscure but active lay worker in the Methodist Church of Cape Nat, N. J. He was a direct descendant of John Howland, one of the Mayflower passengers. Stites also was a cousin of the gospel hymnwriter, Eliza E. Hewitt who wrote “More About Jesus”. Stites also served in the Civil War and was also a riverboat pilot. He worked as a Methodist home missionary in the Dakotas. Another popular hymn of Edgar P. Stites was “Beulah Land.” Stites frequently used the penname Edgar Page on his hymns.

Ira David Sankey (born Aug. 28, 1849, died Aug 13, 1908) wrote the music for the hymn “Trusting Jesus”. The lyrics of this hymn first appeared as a poem in a newspaper. The poem was handed to D. L. Moody in Chicago. When Moody read the poem, he handed it to Ira Sankey who composed the tune for the lyrics. Sankey wrote more than eighty gospel songs and compiled more than ten important hymnal collections. In his 1906 autobiography, Ira Sankey recalled the following about the comfort of the song: “About two years ago, writes a minister, “I visited a woman who was suffering from an incurable disease; but great as was her agony of body, her distress of mind was greater still. One day she said: ‘The future is so dark; I dare not look forward at all.’ “To my question, ‘Can’t you trust yourself in God’s hands?’ She replied: ‘No, I can’t leave myself there.’  I repeated the hymn, simply trusting every day, and especially dwelt on the refrain, Trusting as the moments fly, trusting as the days go by. ‘Ah’, she said, ‘I can trust him this moment; is it like that?’ I then sang the hymn to her, and the change that came over her was wonderful. She never lost this trust, and she had the page in her hymnbook turned down, that she might have the hymn read to her. After many months of intense suffering, she passed away, simply trusting to the land where there shall be no more pain. 

We are to take God at His word. ‘Simply Trusting’. That is necessary for our soul’s salvation and beyond. “Simply trusting” is also necessary for Christian living after we’re saved – to move forward, day by day, “simply trusting” in His promises, in the words of Mr. Stites’s hymn, trusting the Lord to do what He says He will do.”  “We walk by faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7). “We trust in the living God” (1 Timothy 4:10).

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #29                   July 24, 2022             “Trust God and Relax”

                                     Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

This Sunday July 24 Pastor Ron Reitz is our Special Speaker. This meditation is a member’s reflection on the scripture Pastor Ron will do during his sermon. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: We gather today to worship our loving God.

P: We bring the burdens of the week.

L: We bring prayers of hope, and prayers of anguish,

P: We bring our voices, and our offerings, and our questions.

L:  We bring our faith, tattered or whole as it may be.

P: We bring all this to each other and to God during worship today.

L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Loving God, we come to worship today because we love you, because we want to love you more, to know you more. We come to worship needing love and forgiveness  in our lives: for family, friends, strangers, enemies. In this hour of worship, touch our hearts, fill our hearts, and open our hearts and minds to your love which passes all understanding. Speak to us in word and melody and quiet, that we may be renewed in spirit and strengthened by this time of worship to do your will and to serve you. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 91:1-16

Psalm: 34:11-14

*Gospel: Mark 11:19-24

Meditation: “Trust God and Relax”

Do you remember a story of five young men from the United States who went to a rainforest in Ecuador to try to take the gospel of Christ to the Auca people there? The tribe was known for its violence, and its members killed the five men. Some years later, Elisabeth Elliot the wife of one of the young men, wrote a profile of her husband Jim, which she called Shadow of the Almighty. The profile was based in part on her husband’s diaries, which included the much-quoted line “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” 

The title of the book came from the opening line of Psalm 91: “Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.”

What is the largest, most important building in our country? The one with the most historic meanings and associations? The one where famous people come, either to work or to visit? The one that stands for and symbolizes, the very center and meaning of our country, its life, our government and the people?

Now suppose you were convinced that this building was shortly to be destroyed, maybe by an earthquake or by enemy action. Suppose you believed that this was God’s judgment upon it because the leaders were wicked beyond repair. Suppose you felt obliged to tell people – to warn them to change their ways while there was still time. How would you do it? Most of us have never had thoughts like that but unless we imagine ourselves in something like the situation Jesus faced, we will never understand this passage; and since this passage is central to the rest of the gospel, we’ll never understand that either.

Last week we heard the testimony of Sue Miller’s spiritual journey during her Covid illness. She claimed Psalm 91(especially verses 9-11) and other scriptures that meant a great deal to her and carried her through the crisis. I found it interesting that Pastor Reitz is using Psalm 91 and Psalm 34:11-14 and with the story of the withered fig tree in Mark 11:19-24 this week.


If we look at Mark 11:12-25, Jesus curses the fig tree when he says to the tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” as he and the disciples are leaving Bethany to go back to Jerusalem. The fig tree only has leaves on it because it’s too early in the season for the fig tree to have fruit. Of course, Jesus would know that so it is curious why he would curse the fig tree.  It could be because Jesus is hungry, or it could be Jesus is going to teach his disciples a valuable lesson with a parable that he will explain later in Matthew 24:32-35 and Luke 21:29-38. 

When Jesus and the disciples got back to Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and started to drive out people who were buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves. He stopped everyone from using the Temple as a “marketplace.” That evening Jesus and his disciples left Jerusalem. As they passed by the fig tree the next morning that Jesus had cursed, the disciples noticed it had withered from the roots up. Peter exclaimed, “Look Rabbi! The fig tree you cursed has withered and died!” Jesus told the disciples, “I tell you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart. I tell you, you can pray for anything and if you believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours.” Verse 25 says “When you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your sins too.”


By Mark telling this story, he is making it clear that the fig tree is a dramatic acted parable, indicating the meaning of what Jesus was going to do in the Temple. The Temple incident is confusing because many people have thought Jesus was just protesting against commercialization in the Temple. Viewed this way, Jesus only intended to clean up the Temple – to stop all the non-religious activity and leave it as a place for pure prayer and worship. Mark makes it clear by putting the Temple incident within the two halves of the fig tree story, that he sees Jesus’ actions as a dramatic acted parable of judgment. This was Jesus’ way of announcing God’s condemnation of the Temple itself and all that it had become in the national life of Israel.


Jesus is reminding his hearers that the Temple has always been an uncertain thing. Right from the time it was built and dedicated by Solomon, it was clear that it could never be the full and final dwelling-place of the true God (1 Kings 8:27). If Israel began to take the temple for granted, to use it and the promises attached to it as an excuse for immoral and unjust behavior, then the Temple itself could be judged. This is what the early chapters of Jeremiah are all about, including the quotation that comes here: God’s house has become a brigand cave. In Jesus’ day the word ‘brigand’ was a word for ‘thief’ or ‘robber’ for the revolutionaries or rebels, those we would call the radical followers, plotting and ready to use violence to bring about their pro-self-rule dreams.


Jesus’ protest was even deeper than people trying to commercialize religion to mix God and money. If we applied it today it wouldn’t be just the churches that ought to tremble, but the lawcourts and legislative assemblies, the royal palaces and banking centers, the places where power is so often used to the benefit of the already powerful, places where people with power or wealth turn in on themselves instead of turning toward the world in generosity.


Jesus also is quite clear that there can be no personal malice or aggression involved in such work. Even now where Jesus is condemning the system that had so deeply corrupted God’s intention for Israel. Jesus’ final word is the stern command: to forgive.


Psalm 34:15 “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their cry.”  This is the idea that you should trust the Lord because He’s watching over you!


A 7-year old girl was afraid of the dark. One night her mother asked her to get the broom from the back porch where it was very dark. She said, “Mama I can’t get the broom because I’m afraid of the dark.” Her mother said, “Honey Jesus is out there so there’s nothing to be afraid of. Don’t you know Jesus is everywhere? He’ll protect you.” The little girl said, “Mama are you sure Jesus is out there?” Mama said, “Why of course, I’m sure.” The little girl opened the door just a little and said, “JESUS WOULD YOU PLEASE HAND ME THE BROOM?” 


The Lord is with us everywhere. AND HE IS ESPECIALLY PRESENT WITH HIS FOLLOWERS, HIS BELIEVERS!

Preacher Dwight L. Moody once said, “Trust in yourself and you are doomed to disappointment. Trust in money and you may have it taken from you. Trust in your reputation and some slanderous tongue may blast it. BUT TRUST IN GOD AND YOU ARE NEVER TO BE CONFUSED IN TIME OR ETERNITY.” The one person we can trust the most is the Lord!


A farmer walked around his farm to take stock of his losses after a fire had destroyed it. When he came to the chicken coop, he notices the charred carcass of a mother hen. He used his foot to turn the carcass over and to his surprise, live chicks ran out from under it! There was nothing that was going to bring harm to her babies. The mother hen had died protecting her chicks from the fire. 

That’s how Jesus is with us, when you put your faith and trust in Him and His abilities, there is nothing He is going to let happen to you. Like the mother hen, he willingly laid down His life to make a way for all mankind. Aren’t you glad you know Him today? If you do not intimately know him, take the opportunity now to take Jesus into your heart and make Him the Lord and Savior of your life. He’s ready to step in and be your protector, your healer, your deliverer, your everything in every situation, He sits at the right hand of God right now with all the resources of heaven at His disposal to help you. All you have to do is ask Him into your heart, your life, your soul, He is ready to catch you and hold you in His loving arms. Reach out to Him today.   Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, we praise you and thank you for all the blessings you have given us. Lord, help us to do YOUR will when you call us. We know you provide us with everything we need to do what you want us to do. We thank you for the teachings we learn from the scriptures and for the truth that they contain. We praise you and thank you for sending Your Loving Son, Jesus to redeem us through his suffering on the cross. Lord, we know you are always with us through all situations even though sometimes we feel we have lost our connection with you. We want to fully trust You! Help us to believe that you can help us move our mountains and show us how to always trust You. We pray for all those on our prayer list that they will feel your loving presence, your healing touch and comfort in whatever they are going through at this time. We pray for our community, our country and our world to feel your love and grace and forgiveness. We ask this all in the loving name of our Lord and Savior Jesus who taught us to pray… Amen.

Benediction:

Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there. God has a purpose in your being right where you are. Christ, who dwells in you by the power of his Spirit, wants to do something in and through you. Believe this and go in his grace, his love, his power. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
